What if my application is not approved?
It is not usual to receive a denial when initially applying for SSI benefits. If this happens, contact Parent to Parent who can assist you by pairing you with other parents who have been turned down at first, but was able to eventually obtain SSI benefits. The more supporting medical documentation of how your child's disability results in "marked and severe functional limitations will help provide a stronger case for approval. This will not however guarantee approval. Being persistent is key. Some families may need to seek legal help in getting approved.
What happens once you get SSI?
You will start receiving monthly checks. The dollar amount will vary depending on individual living situations, the amount of income and assets you have and the state you live in. If your child is eligible for SSI, their case will be reviewed every 3 years. If your child is an infant, receiving SSI, then a review will take place when your child turns a year old. In Georgia, if your child receives SSI, he or she automatically qualifies for Medicaid. SSI can be transferred from state to state.
What happens when your child turns age 18?
At age 18, your child is considered to be an adult. The rules for determining SSI for an adult are very different from that of a child. For example, the agency does not count the income and resources of family members when deciding whether an adult meets the financial limits for SSI. They only count the adult's income and resources. The "disability" definition for an adult is different from that of a child. You can find a more detailed explanation http://www.socialsecurity.gov/ssi/text-eligibility-ussi.htm . If your child is already receiving SSI payments, his or her medical condition will be reviewed when they turn 18. The review will be done during the one-year period that begins on your child's 18th birthday.
If your child was not eligible for SSI before his or her 18th birthday because you and your spouse had too much income or resources, he or she may become eligible for SSI at age 18. You will need to apply.
